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Illicit Fentanyl In our Community

The New Face of the Opioid Epidemic 



WHAT ARE WE SEEING IN THE COMMUNITY?



▪ Illicit Fentanyl is the new face of the Opioid Epidemic 

▪ Began emerging in the District in 2016- First seizure in 
August 2016 of what was supposed to be 10 kilograms 
of Heroin- unknown to officers it was Fentanyl.

▪ Since 2016- Fentanyl has been seized on a regular basis.  
It has been found in two basic forms- powder and pills.  
The most common is in pill form.

▪ Since 2018, law enforcement has repeatedly seized 
large shipments of Fentanyl laced pills

44,000 plus Fentanyl laced pills

7200 plus Fentanyl laced 
pills

5,000 plus Fentanyl laced 
pills

Stamp of a Dancing 
Devil  

Approximately 55,000 pills



ILLICIT FENTANYL 

▪ This trend will not likely decrease

▪ Cheap to mass produce

▪ No quality controls in the production of fake pills

▪ Easily smuggled across the border 

▪ Demand has been created

▪ Reports of immediate and powerful addiction

▪ Reported use of 20-30 pills per day-

▪ 200 to 300 dollar a day habit has other negative 

impacts



Data close of 2018



Data By 2020



What is Fentanyl? 



Fentanyl vs Illicit Fentanyl 

Fentanyl Illicit Fentanyl 



Illicit 
Fentanyl 
and 
Naloxone 

More potent = it holds 
tighter to our cells

This results in larger or 
repeated doses of 

naloxone needed to treat 
an illicit fentanyl overdose 



Fact or Fiction?



Fiction!

Tools like “Pill ID” apps will help in making safer 
decisions when buying tablets.

When illicit fentanyl is being made into tablets that mimic common medications, Pill 
ID tools are not able to identify them correctly. This creates false sense of security. 



Fact! 

Washington State has a “Good Samaritan” Law that 
protects those getting help for a medical emergency

In WA State, anyone trying to help in a medical emergency is generally protected 
from civil liabilities by RCW 4.24.300. WA State’s 911 Good Samaritan Overdose 
Law RCW 69.50.315 gives additional, specific protections against drug possession 
charges:

• If you seek medical assistance in a drug-related overdose, you cannot be 
prosecuted for drug possession.

• The overdose victim is also protected from drug possession charges.



Fiction… Sort of. 

When I use Naloxone, the patient will become 
combative and hurt me. 

• This is not always true. Data shows us that the mood and demeanor of the person 
responding to the overdose has the highest correlation on the mood and 
demeanor of the patient. 

• Only two official reports of safety concerns due to combative responses to 
naloxone and these were in a hospital setting. 

• This doesn’t mean it doesn’t happen, but it does mean that anecdotal accounts 
may be exaggerated. 



Fiction!

Fentanyl Test Strips (FTS) will enable increased 
fentanyl use in my community. 

Evidence based data does not support this 

It is counterintuitive, but like any other harm reduction strategy, we see decreased 
deaths with no significant link to increased drug use. 



Fiction! 

In helping with fentanyl overdose, there is a 
strong possibility I will inhale or absorb the drug.

• A passive fentanyl overdose has not been documented in the United 
States.

• This narrative can be harmful. 

• When can fentanyl result in a passive overdose? When a powdered 
substance has become aerosolized. 

• Use PPE and common sense when handling these situations.  



Fact!

I can have naloxone and share it with others that 
might encounter and opioid overdose. 

Anyone in WA State who might have or witness an opioid overdose is allowed to 
carry and administer naloxone. (RCW 69.41.095)



Questions?



Who is most 
at risk?



What is the good 
news? 

EDUCATION, COMMUNICATION, 
COMMUNITY OUTREACH, FOCUSED 

LAW ENFORCEMENT EFFORTS, 
GATHER MORE INTELLIGENCE, AND 

DO OUR BEST TO CREATE A 
DETERENT IMPACT 
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